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by vessels drawing two feet of water (five feet in the flood
season.
To these waterways, land routes were entirely sub-
ordinate—so much so,, that from a military standpoint
there was no Mesopotamia away from the rivers. Excepting
the small portion (about fifty miles) of the Baghdad railway,
which had been constructed between Baghdad (five hundred
miles from Basra) and Samarra, and a narrow-gauge line
connecting Baghdad with the Euphrates at Palujah, there
were no railways in the country. Such " roads " as existed
were mere tracks for pack transport, which wandered over
the desert, interrupted here and there by deep irrigation
cuts. After rain had fallen they were quite impassable for
any wheeled transport excepting light vehicles in small
numbers.
Naturally, where roads do not exist, wheeled vehicles are
scarce. In Iraq even pack transport was not very plentiful.
It might be expected, as a corollary, that river transport
would be abundant, but the expectation was not justified.
Two small steamers and a very varied collection of small
native craft—sailing craft called " mahellas " and row-boats
called " bellums "—were all that was available, and there
were no facilities in the country for construction, or even
for the repair of steamers or their machinery.
The chief products of Mesopotamia were dates, rice, barley,
wheat, wrool, sheep and cattle. These make an imposing list
of local resources, but the deficiency of transport, the absence
of roads, and the uncertain friendliness of the Arabs made
the collection of supplies a matter of considerable difficulty.
Neither firewood for cooking purposes nor material for road-
mending existed in the country, and this greatly complicated
the problem of maintaining troops beyond the base.
The population of Iraq, before the war, was approximately
two-and-a-half-millions—thinly-seattered over an area of about
a hundred and eighty thousand square miles of desert, river,
and oasis. Out of this total some two millions were Moham-
medans, of whom about a million and a quarter were Arabs,
the remainder consisting of Turks, Persians and Kurds.
The non-Mohammedan element consisted of Christians
(Syrian, Armenian, and Chaldean), Jews, and a few Yezidis,
or devil worshippers. Therefore, the feeling displayed by
the Arab—the dominant race—towards the stranger within
his gates was of considerable importance. Had the various
tribes and clans been able to unite in common policy,
their attitude would have been a decisive factor in the

